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This is a copy of a special letter sent out by Dr 
Emmanuel Rebba, President of IREF (India), 
concerning the current persecution of 
Christians in Orissa.  [Orissa is the state 
bordering Andhra Pradesh to the north, Andhra 
Pradesh being the state where IREF(India) is 
based] 
 
Unprecedented violence against 
Christians in Orissa 
The fury of violence against innocent Christians in 
the villages of Kandhamal District of Orissa has been 
continuing unabated for the last month.  Over 5,000 
churches and several thousands of Christian houses 
in the villages, which are in remote areas near the 
forest, have been burnt to ashes.  The villagers were 
brutally tortured.  On a single day, 4,500 families 
fled to the forests, frightened for their lives. 
    

    

Reports indicate that many either die of starvation or 
face death at the hands of the fundamentalist forces.  
So far, the death toll stands at 30.  The brutalities 
have included the raping of nuns and the persecuting 
and killing of pastors.  Christian leaders were 
specifically targeted.  It was systematically pre-
planned to destroy Christians and their villages.  
Some of the victims were sheltered in refugee camps, 
while several others fled to other states as refugees.  

Orissa ladies with their children 
Even the refugee camps were attacked. Water 
supplied to the camps was poisoned by the 

persecutors.  Some of the victims, including families 
with women holding infants and babies in their arms, 
have reached even Repalle.  IREF has been sheltering 
them, and providing them with food and 
accommodation.  

Mrs Dee Rebba with the Orissa families 
 

The Christian population in Orissa is around 800,000.  
Many of the people are impoverished, both socially 
and financially.  But with the help of various 
Christian Organisations, many are now progressing 
both educationally and spiritually.   Now, religious 
bigots, filled with jealousy and hatred, have struck at 
them. 
 

The conditions imposed by the fundamentalists are 
that those who have fled should convert to Hinduism, 
should not attend the church, and should do away 
with worship services and prayer, in order to return 
to their villages. 
 

Here are testimonies from some victims of the 
persecution. 
 
Sundeepta Kumar Naik   
My name is Sundeepta Kumar Naik.  I am from the 
village of Kurmingia, Kandhamal District in Orissa.  
My ancestors used to live in the village.  I am a 
teacher by profession.  I was 
living in peace in our village.  
But one day, suddenly we heard a 
commotion around about us.  I 
had seen a very big mob, running 
towards Christian houses.  They 
were burning down all the houses 
of the Christians.  They had also 
burnt down our church.  They 
terrorized us.  In the violent attacks made by the mob, 
some of us got injured.  All of us started fleeing, 
leaving everything.  The women ran away with the 
children in their arms.  For days, we ran like that and 
reached a railway station.  We boarded the first train, 
not knowing where we were going. We reached 
Repalle.  We went to IREF, where they received us 
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warmly and sheltered us.  We were given food and 
living accommodation.  We praise the Lord for His 
mercy shown upon us and thank IREF for helping us.  
We have been here at Repalle for the last 15 days.  
 
Rev. Dhanurya Pradhan 
My name is Rev. Dhanurya Pradhan.  I have been 
pastoring the congregation in the village of 
Kurmingia, Kandhamal District, in Orissa state.  As a 
pastor, I was preaching and praying for the people.  I 
used to conduct Sunday worship services regularly in 
our small village church.  One 
day, a very large crowd armed 
with crowbars, axes and sickles 
suddenly came to our village 
and attacked the Christian 
population. They burnt down 
the church.   Later they started 
destroying or burning the 
houses.  They threatened us with 
dire consequences and all of us ran away from our 
village for the safety of our lives.  We fled to a forest.  
Later, as we did not have any food, we reached a 
railway station, walking several miles, taking a 
winding and long route.  Afterwards we reached 
Repalle, where IREF received us and sheltered us 
giving us food and other needs.  We thank IREF for 
the timely help given. We pray to the Lord to protect 
us from the wicked.  
 
Rev. Ananta Charan Bhatra 
My name is Rev. Ananta Charan Bhatra.  I have been 
pastoring the congregation of the Barakhama village.   
Though our village-people were backward, they 
embraced Christianity with great zeal and spirituality.  
All of them attend the church and prayer meetings.  
Now there is a transformation of the people in our 
village.  Many of them have become literate.  Their 
children are getting educated in schools and colleges.  
By the grace of our Lord, the Christian society is 
progressing well.  But all of a sudden, the 
fundamentalist forces attacked our village, burning 
the church and the houses.  We fled from the village 
and reached Repalle.  We now understand from 
reports that it was plotted to destroy each and every 
village of the Christians.  By the mercy of Lord 
Jesus, we were received in Repalle by IREF with 
love and affection.  IREF sheltered us and made 
boarding and lodging arrangements for all of us.  We 
thank Dr. Emmanuel Rebba for all the help rendered 
to us.  Please pray for all the affected in this 
persecution.  
 

Dr Emmanuel Rebba with two Orissa Pastors 
 
Please pray for the affected Christian populace of 
Orissa.  Pray for their pastors and church leaders.  

There is a great need for helping the victims to 
provide food, provisions, utensils, clothes and health 
care; to help them rebuild their churches and homes 
destroyed.  We are unceasingly praying for all the 
affected families 
 
Emmanuel Rebba.  
 

 
 
Thank you for your on-going prayerful support 
for IREF and for the care it is showing to the 
victims of persecution at this time. 
 
David Hunt [Chairman, IREF(UK)] 


