
[image: image1.jpg]


IREF (UK) News Letter –   August 2011
Answered Prayer

Many of you will have heard that Emmanuel Rebba was taken ill last week and had to be admitted to hospital.  Here is a moving account from his wife, Dee Rebba, of God answering the prayers of his people.

 

Thank you all for lifting us in your prayers. We have seen the power of prayer once again in this place.

 

The angel of death knocked at Emmanuel's bedroom last Monday night [8th August].  When he got up on Tuesday morning, he noticed some blood on his pillow.  His tongue was sore but he didn't remember having any trouble the night before.  While recording the message for the IREF TV programme, he had some problem finding his words towards the end of the recording; he was repeating the same words.   He thought he was tired.  Until that evening (Tuesday), he was OK.  Around 7 o’clock he had dinner, went into the bedroom, and tried to use the phone.  But he couldn't dial the number.  With frustration, he put the phone down.  The children who were cleaning his room saw him fall on his back on the bed.  His jaw was rolling from side to side and his arms were twitching.  The children went downstairs screaming for help. The college boys came running to the house.  By the time they got him into the living room, he started having intense seizures, which got stronger and stronger. 
We don't have any ambulances at the compound; but some of the staff were able to get a vehicle ready. (By this time, the IREF driver had gone home for the evening.)  The staff were able to get another driver who lives two doors away from us.  So they rushed him to the hospital in Repalle.

 

By the time he reached the local hospital (those of you who you have seen the hospital can picture what I'm saying!), Emmanuel's condition had deteriorated - with seizures nonstop, heavy breathing, terrible oral secretions, and his respirations were shallow. 
As this was going on, the news spread through Repalle.  The downtown area was completely filled with people waiting to hear more news about his condition; many also came to pay their respects.  The doctors in Repalle got together and advised the family to take Emanuel to Guntur straightaway as they thought he was having a stroke.  They also gave him some sedation for the journey until he reached Guntur. With no hope (humanly speaking), he was taken to Guntur hospital.  That is when I got a phone call to travel from the USA to India urgently.  

 

As Emmanuel was being taken away, IREF’s children (over 1,000 of them) knelt down in the place where we have evening devotions.  They began praying with a loud cry, lifting up Emmanuel to the heavens. The prayers of the children were heard by the town people all the way to the train station. The whole compound was in tears.  Some students fainted upon hearing the news. 

 

By the time the vehicle carrying Emmanuel to hospital had reached the halfway point to Guntur, he had gained some consciousness and asked where he was going.  Everything was back to normal.  John Paul, the driver, got Emmanuel to Guntur in one hour (on a good day, it should be a two-hour drive!). CT and MRI scans were done and showed that Emmanuel has a small calcification area with light swelling in the left frontal lobe of his brain - nothing to raise major concern.  Praise GOD!!!! He answered our prayers!!

 

After hearing this news, I got on the first flight out of Chicago to be with Emmanuel as soon as possible.  The flight left O'Hare one hour late and I missed the connecting flights.  After travelling 42 hours, I arrived in Repalle.  I was nervous to call home and let them know that my flights were delayed, because I wasn’t sure what they would tell me about Emmanuel’s condition.  But when I arrived at the hospital, besides looking tired, he looked OK.  All the neural signs were good.  It really is an answer to the prayers – see Psalms  91 and 121!
 

On Saturday afternoon, Emmanuel was discharged from the hospital, so we brought him home to Repalle.  We were so happy to see the joy in the eyes of these precious children of IREF.  I am glad to be here but it's hard to make Emmanuel to take some rest.  Visitors, many from our IREF village congregations, are coming to visit him after they heard this news. 

 

Emmanuel preached in church on Sunday morning!  I was a little hesitant to let him even go to church, but there was nothing I could say to stop him in his walk of faith.  He gave the message with the same strength and power as always.  I was getting so nervous, thinking, "What if he gets another seizure attack while he's speaking".  Not only did he speak for an hour, but he stayed till the end of the service. 
The children were all happy to see him again after four days in the hospital.  Young and old gave powerful testimonies about this incident. Some of the older ladies shared that they had borrowed money to go see Emmanuel while he was at the hospital in Guntur.  Those who know of him through the TV ministry started fasting-prayers for him.  Some children were in tears stating, "What would happen if their father is called home?"  Some were wondering who would give them shelter again.  Some said they had heard about the miracles in the Bible; but after seeing what Emmanuel went through, they now believe that our God is real and the same yesterday, today and forever.
Please keep us in your prayers.  There is much more to write; but it is time to go to the evening devotions and thank everyone for praying for us. Powerful prayer warriors, young and old - we are so grateful!  Through all of your support, we were able teach these students about the power of prayer and the greatness of our God.  We love you all so much!
 

Emmanuel’s daughter Christie adds:
Thank you all so much for praying with us for my dad.  He was released from the hospital Saturday afternoon and is doing fairly well. He preached in church with full force this morning.  I asked him to keep it brief but he insisted on proclaiming the power of God. How could I possibly argue with that? The phone calls at our house started coming in around 8 this morning by relatives who were not only surprised to see him in church today but also giving the message for an hour.  As they all say - no one can stop the Lord!  That was the encouragement they left me with.  I am grateful for a God who not only hears our prayers, but also answers them!  Please continue to pray for his recovery and renewed strength.  
Please continue to remember Emmanuel, Dee, Christie and all the other members of the Rebba family in your prayers at this critical time for them and the ministry of IREF.
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Our next newsletter is scheduled for September when we will give further news of Emmanuel’s progress plus our usual regular news of the mission.

David Hunt
 

Contact details: 94 Sunniside Road, Sunniside, Newcastle upon Tyne NE16 5NF; telephone and fax: 0191 488 3433;

e-mail: iref@drghunt.freeserve.co.uk; websites: www.iref.co.uk and www.irefusa.org


